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His Majesty King Mohammed Zahir Shah 


AFGHANISTAN 


t is a great pleasure to have the opportunity of present- 
ing to our readers the first issue of Afghanistan; a magazine 
cultural aspects of our country: 


, with a history as old as 


which reviews the 
Afghanistan is an ancient country Ado 

the human гасе. She has always lived up 10 her aspiration oj 

being a piece - loving member of the family of nations, and 

has endeavored to keep расе with the onward march of 

civilization. 

Recent developments throughout che world have demonstrated 


the greater need for understanding and cooperation among the 


nations of the world. Today, more than ever, the people of the 
worid have to try to live together amicably. 

Our world has shrunken tremendously, and we find ourselves 
living in a small neighborhood. Under such circumstances for 
the maintenance of the world peace ,cooperation should be a 
foregone conclusion. The nations of the world have come to 
realize this fact. 

We on our part are trying to acquaint our readers with the 

“cultural aspeets of our country, and show the cultural inter- 
relation-ship of Afghanistan with her immediate neighbors and 
the rest of the world. This magazine, published by a society of 
Afghans with the collaboration of some foreign friends residing 
in Afghanistan, is an effort towards this end. We do hope that 
this magzine, appearing recently among our publications, serves 
our purpose of introducing Afghanistan, her important his- 
torical and cultural heritage, her resources and her national 
aspirations. 


THE CONSTITUTION 


OF AFGHANISTAN. 


by Karimi. 


НЕ written constitution of Afghanistan had its origin in 

1301, Shamsi, while the unwritten constitution which had 
as its foundation, habits, customs and tradilions, dates back 
to the pre-Muslim period and even hundreds of years before 
Christ. The written constitution, which was begun in 1301, 
was twice amendcd; once in 1307, and a second time in, 1809. 
With every amendment it has attained a better form. Due 10 the 
Civil War of 1308, «ће constitution of 1307, did not have а 
chance to be completely put into effect. The present system of 
government in Afghanistan is based on the constitution of 1309. 
This constitution came into being at the time of his late Ma- 
jesty, Mohamed Nadir Shah. This illustrious man, right after 
suppressing the Civil War and bringing back law and order, 
proposed a constitution to the National Assembly. The National 
Assembly ratified this constitution which was in accordance 
with the Islamic laws and in harmony with the social conditions 
= and national aspirations of the country. From the date of the 
ratification of this constitution (1309), the new life of Afgha- 
nistan bégins, and it is this new constitution that introduces Af- 
ghanistan to the world. But what is the spirit of this consti- 


tution? Like the constitutions of most other countrics, it has 
been clearly and definitely. stated on paper, i. بت‎ it is not an ше. 


written constitution. The social conditions and the historical 
background of the country definitely showed the necessity for 
such a constitution. Since this constitution is the basie foun- 
dation for the reciprocal rights and duties of the government 
and the people, it has, therefore, to à certain extent, left place 
for social evolution. AS the foundation of the government rests 
on it, no other law can supersede or alter it. Even the parlia- 
ment can pass no Jaw opposing or modifying it, by itself. In 
the event that social conditions necessitale a change, the Loe 
Jirgah, (the National Assembly) comprised of His Majesty the 


4 Й 
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King, (пе -е|ескед representatives, members of parliament, and 

the cabinet will be called. 

The Afghan Parliament: 

Afghanistan is a Hmited monarchy- 


А 
According to the constitution, 
The Parliament consists 


of three bodies: 


(1) The King- | pn 
(2) The Majlis-e- Shura, or the House of Representatives, 
the members of which are 
tion laws from all counties ant 

с 


chosen according Го elec- 
| districts for a period 


of three years. 
| (3) The Majlis-e-A’yan, or 
rienced elders. 
Parliament -has the author 
or repeal the existing ones. That is, 
egislation, and no other insti 
In this point, the Afghan and French parlia- 
r a certain law is 


the Senate, comprised of expe- 


ity to pass new laws and amend 
parliament has absolute 


power in ! tution exists to Oppose 


its decisions. 
ments resemble each other. When the need fo 
felt, the matter is taken up by the Cabinet, and then referred 
to the Senate and the House of Representatives who, by a majo- 
rity vote, accept, reject, or modify it. Н a certain question is 
approved by the Senate, and is not accepted by the House of Re- 
presentatives and the matter is'important, а committee is formed 
in which at least 20 members of each house participate. The 
committee discusses and investigates further the controversial 
issue and then presents its opinion to the House of Repre- 
sentatives. If the House of Representatives is still in disag 
reenent the matter is referred to His Majesty the King, and 
his decision is final. The parliament has also the authority to 
control the execulive, and the Cabinet members are collective- 
ly and individually, responsible to it . 

The Rights and Duties of the King:- The Afghan nation. in 
appreciation of his late Majesty’s (Mohamed NadirShah) sacrifices 
EE d .. delivering the coun 
the constitutional ds оваа 

: government, has made the following 


provisions for the rights’ ; : 
: Зап duties of the гі e Constitu- 
lion: he king in the Constitu 


5 
aq That the House of Nadir Shah would be the reigning 
House of Afghanistan. 

(9) That the reading of the Khutba and the stamping of 
coins should be done in his name. The conferring of 
honours and titles, the appointment of the Prime Mi- 
nister, the approval of appointments and dismissals 
of cabinet ministers, the appointment of the Comander 
in-Chief of all the military forces, the declaration 
and termination of war, signing of treaties, reducing 
and forgiving the punishment of criminals, in accor- 
dance with the Islamic laws, would be the sole pre- 

А rogative of ће king. (But in actual practice His Ma- 

i jesty the King of Afghanistan does not and has not 

: used his powers of veto оп Legislation, and this is 

due to his complete trust in the integrity of the re- 

presentatives of his people). | р 

Е. я Duties of the king:- The King of Afghanistan, before his 

coronation pledges himself to the nation in the presence of У 

the members of the parliament: $ | 
(1) To protect the Islamic religion, 
(8) To safeguard the Independence of the country, 
(3) To safeguard the rights of the people, 
(4) To endeavor for the development and welfare of the 


country, and 

(5) To rule the country in accordance with the sacred 
E laws of the Muslim religion. According to the consii- 
г А tution, the King must belong to the Hanafi Sect. 
^ Не should по! exceed in expenditure the set budget. 

The House of Répresentatives- It consists of represen- 
tatives that are elected by the people for a period of three 
years in accordance with the electoral law. The dutics and 


e Mem 


3 powers of the house are as follows:-: i 
4 (1) The election of the President of the House. 
; (8) Approval and ratification of legislative bills, or pro- 

Е posals. 

P (3) Investigation and approval of the budget. 
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) Approval of financial matters. 
(6) Approval and chartering of commercial companies, 


(6) Approval of treaties and negotiations, sanclioning of 


commercial, industrial and agricultural Monopo- 


lies.forei;m or domestic. 
(7) Approval of foreign and domestic debt. 
(8) The approval of building and extending of railroads. 
(9 During the period that parliament is not in Session, 
if the government feels the need for a certain law, 
which 
would be approved, rejected or modified when the 


it may put into effect a temporary ordinance 


house is in session again. 

The Ministers have the right to Le present at the dige 
sions in the house, and with the permission of the p, 
dent of the House to elaborate aud explain the problem at 
hand. When necessary, the House or its'committee Of inves- 
tigation may ask a minister or his assistant for help in 
the explanation, to which the minsiter is expected to comply. 

- Procedure inthe House of Representatives:- Except for sec- 
ret sessions which are held under different rulings, the discus- 
sions in the house are free and open. Spectators and represen- 
tatives of the press can be present at the discussios. . 

The members are free to express their opinion, either pro or 
con on the questions before them or under discussion. 

The House ot Senate :- The members of this house are 
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seletecd by His Majesty the King from among the most expe- 
rienced and far-sighted leaders of the country. The important 
duties of this house are as follows :- 

Legislative proposals drafted by the Cabinet are first sent to 
this house for discussion and vote. After this the matter gocs to 
ће House of Representatives. Also matters decided прой by the 
House of Representatives require the approval of the Senate. 

The Cabinet- The executive power is in the hands of Ше 
Cabinet, who are selected by the Prime Minister, who, іп 
turn, is seleted by the King. The misiters perform their Чи 
ties in accordance with the constitution and governmental laws 


7 
: and programs under the supervision of the Prime Minister. | 
If a matter falls beyond their jurisdiction they consult the King. i 
If the need for new legislation or a change in the constitution u 
is felt, the Cabinet drafts the bill, which is sent to the House of 
Commons and the Senate. Thus the Cabinet holds the Primary 
position in making new laws. According to the constitu- - 
tion the Ministers are responsible to the House of Representa- 
tives and the Senate both collectively and individually. 

Ministers accused of misdemeanour are tried by e Supreme 
Court organized temporarily for that purpose. In ordinary 
lawsuits outside their official dutics, they are treated like any 
other citizen. 

Judicial Power:- Lawsuits are referred to the courts of Jus- 
lice where Islamic law prevails. Special courts exist for the 
trial of Bovernment employees aecused of misdemeanour in the 
course of their official duties. We have already mentioned 
the Supreme Court organized temporarily for the trial of. Ca- 
binet members.. Commercial disputes are also decided in a 
special court. | 


+ 
| 
i 
۲ 


The Rights of the Afghan Citizen:- In the eyes of the govern- 
ment and before the courts of justice, every Afghan citizen is 
considered equal, regardless of colour, creed or religion. 
Taxes and duties are levied in accordance with specific laws, 
that are based on justice and equality. 

The constitution of Afghanistan recognizes freedom of en- 
terprise, press, instruction and other personal freedoms; and 
also in accordance with Islamic laws makes provision for the 
rights of property, protection of life, schools, homes and re- 
ligions. No person can be imprisoned or punished without 
due process of law. Slavery and forced labour are also 
prohibited. R 

Education :- Elementary cducation is free and compulsary 
through out Afghanistan. In order that instruction in schools 
be carried on, on the most modern methods and principles, 
and in aecordance with basic Muslim beliefs, the schools are 
under the supervision of the government. 


Еј 


Religion:- The official religion of the country is Islam anq 
the official sect is Hanafi. People of other religions, such as 
Hindus and Jews, etc., may live in Afghanistan and enjoy the 
free exercise of their own religon, provided that they do not dis. 
turb the peace and order of the country- 

Such, in brief, are the essential characteristics of the Afghan 
constitution, which is based on historical antecedents and is 
in accordance with the temperament of the freedom loving, 
eyuality minded, king revering and religious people of Afghan- 
istan. The modern Afghanistan, based on such 4 sound consti- 
taken great steps towards strengthening the found- 


tution, has 
jndependence, national tradition and honour, 


ations of her 
has furthered educational development and thus has been 


able to maintain: her integrity at this most critical period of 


history. 4 + я 
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THE OLDEST POEMS IN PASHTO 


or 
The Oldest Pashto Poet, Amir Krore Jahan Pahlawan 


by 
À. H. Habibi 

Son ог Zori is an Afghan tribe, which, according to the 
available data has given us the first Pashto poet; and most 
of the first rate poets and eulogists of Ghor belong to 
this tribe: Pe 

Before going into the main topic of this article, which, 
is about one of the greatest poets and governors of the 
Sori tribe, I would like to give a brief discription of. the 
tribe itself. ғ E 

Sori cr Zori is one of the famous Afghan tribes. The name 
Sori is old and has been recorded, a& Zor, even by the Muslim 
historians. Ahamd-i-ibn Yahya (255H = 868A.D.) alias Bilazari, 


the famous Arab historian writes, “Іп the year 30H. -650 A.D.) ۰ 


the victorious Arab armies marched and subdued Sajestan, 


Zaranj and Kish, and via Al-Rukhaj entered the district of 


Dawer. The people of this district were driven out and besieg- 
ed in the Mountion.of Zor (Jabal-uz-Zor), and after taking 
their gold idol Zor, they (Arabs) diverted their attentions 
to the campaigns of Zabul and Bust.” (е) 

Other historians, such as, Abu Zayd-i-ben Ahmad -i- ben 
Suhail-i-Balkhi (d.322 -933 A.D.) and also Istakhri, mention the 
name of Idol Zor in the Mountain of Zor. -Yaqut-i- Hamavi 
whites that Zor, was the name of a great idol in the region 
(province) of Dawer. The temple of Zor was known before 
the dawn of Islam. 

The famous Chinese pilgrim Huan Tsang had seen this 
idol around: (630 A.D.) and had referred to it as Shona, 
and further on he writes that the temple was located on a 
hill in the district of Tasawkota. As we know now Shona was 
the sun god and had appeared on coins of the kings of Tajan 


(9) Arazi Khilaphat -i- Shargiya 


12 НА Е ; ; 
ho were from Nalkee Malka Dynasty, and were ruling 
wh т 


the region of southern Hir 
amie Sors might have been son worship 


of the temple at Warta] 


Ove 


ilu-kush. This evidence indica, 


that the pre- Isl 2 
Lee Stronge gives the location ; 
which, is situated between the mountains of Zamin Day 
and Ghor. 

From the above historical evidences we can deduce уђу 
the name Sori is composed of Soria and Yade. we also know 
that “hore” in Avesta and “оге” іп Pashto mean light. In fag, 
"ore" in Pashto represents the light: of sun on earth. Fron 
this we can conclude that the name of this god of the Aryans 
with itstemple in the southern part of Ghor has been eic 
to the tribe of Sori who were living somewhere in this re 
gion. Likewise we find the ancient city of Zor Abad, to t 
south of Sarakhs in the northwest section of Herat, in ihis 
region. Yaqut refers to this city and calls it Zoraboz. some 
times it is also called Sor Abad. We have definite historical 
proof that the tribe of Sori who lived in Ghor were callul 
Sori or Zori as early as the dawn of Islam. Ваућаасе writes, 
"Lo, Your Majesty, toward the kingdom of Khurasan and sce 
what wealth Sor would bring." (е) 

Some historians write that the Sori Dynasty of Ghor were 
ruling over Ghor and Khurasan eyen before Islam, and later on 
they brought Ghazna, Bamyan, Takharestan and Zabulistan um 
der their sway, Their territory extended from the River Ganz 
esto the end of Khurasan and from the Oxus and Pamir to the 
Arabian Sea, 
بر ره یط‎ ко who was one ot the historians : 
over Ghor МЕ bétore 1 а us gs ee. "e 
part of the Islamic es паци Pee га auring adsit 
accepted Islam at the ur ј за Spansk ben E honnak 
recognised as the ruler of is Ali (the Fourth Caliph) and 

shor by the Caliphate,” ( 


— 


10 
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26) Вауһадее т 


(ее 


) tabaqat -j- пази, 176-7 


anm TN аса тт 
B i 
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Another famous Sori of that time was Mahuya-i-Sori who 
* killed Yezd-i-Gurd IIT, the last king of the Sasanian Dynasty 


and was appointed the ruler of Merv from the court of Kufa 
during the Caliphate of Ali. (е) Ferdousi refers ما‎ him quite 
often as Mahvi Sori who conquered Balkh, Herat, and Dokhra. 
(4) The. Soris also ruled over a large part of India (450H- 
1548 A. D) and Sher Shah-i-Sori the great patron of art and 
science is one of them. 

Amir Kror -i- Sori Jahan Pahlavan; 

The Dynasty of Shanseb-ibn Kharnak was the real origin 
of the ruling family of Ghor and also of the Soris. Shan- 
seb was succeeded by Amir Polad-i-Sori who supported Abu 
Muslim-i-Khurasanee in assisting the Abbasides to the cali- 
phate.Amir Polad was ruling around (ВОН. = 747A. D.) and his 
headquarter was in Mendish, Ghor. 

The people of Khurasan, who, have always posscssed local 
autonomy and whose rulers were always from amongst their 
own people, started а movement toward complete independ- 
ence. The leader and organiser of this movement-A bu Muslim-i- 
Abdurrahman-i-ben Muslim-i-Khurasanee-who was one of the 
ablestleaders of Khurasan, suceeeded in overthrowing the Om- 
miads (132H = 749A.D.) and put Abu-el Abbas-i- Ali ben Abdul- 
Jah-i-ben Abbas, who was the first Abbaside Caliph on the seat 
of Caliaphate at Kufa. Abu Muslim was assisted in his efforts by 
the Sor Dynasty of Ghor. According to Afghan historians, Amir 
Kror-i- ben Amir Polad (succeeded his father on the throne 
of Mendish іп 139H, = 756A.D.) was one of the greatest colla- 
borators of Abu-Muslim in his endeavours Чо overthrow the 
Ommiads. 

Amir Krore was also called Jahan Pahlavan (The World Него), 
and the book of Putta Khazana (The Hidden, Treasure) referr- 
ing to him in the book of the Larghoni Pashtane (The Ancient 
Afghans) writes that Mohammad-ibn Albusty in The History of 


ә) Futuhul Baldan, P. 323. 
(•«) Shah Nama vol. БР. 1 ^ 


a Amir Krore, succeeded his | 
СЫ 


p, - 156..A. Не conquered The fort, 
Thimran and Barkoshan. Пе wą 


and could fight single-handed 4 


9 «Jahan pahlavat 


Sori, mentions: 
ther in Mendish in 139 
s of palishtan: Khishan, 
y and brave fighter, 
қ people That is why h 
h, sturdy: ( 
ne had 
ist and fierce 
He was killed in the battles os 
A.D.) and was succeeded by his son Ди 
Sor, Bust and Zamin Dawer 


ait is clear that the language 


esse 
e was called Krore (тај 
gh- 


a might 
His winter capital was j 
n 


gainst hundred 
enacious)- 


puilt the exact replica of the 


ty, Strong: toug 
ruler. His say-ing 


Zamin Dawer where: 
palace at Mendish. He was ај 


and poems аге 
(15411.=770 
а over Ghor, 


very interesting: 
Poshanj. 
Nasir, who, rule 
lable historical dat 

tribes of Sori in Ghor at tl 
around Bad 


these tribes 
to. It issaid that during the reign of 


nany of the court poets and 
discussed in our 


From (ће avai 
iat time was Pashto, Even 


of the 
ghis and the valleys of 


now, some of 
Murghab speak in Pash 
1 Ghori Dynasties n 


Ghaznawi anc 

eulogists wrote in Pashto, which, will be 
articles on this subject, ۰ 
of Putta Khazana, referring to the History of th 
Aliel Busty) writes, that Amir 


m in Pashto. In the wars 
al battles. The poems on 
ry in these bat- 


The book 
Soris, by (Mohammed ben 
Krore had wriften interesting poe 
inst the Ommiads he won sever 
ation of his own deeds and brave 
available i in | 
available еріс poems 1n Pashto, 
is very 


aga 
the glorific 
iles, comprise the oldest 
point of view of our ancient history 
ith the transla 
in 


which, from the 
significant. Following we will present you w 
ti 2 x "rr B % 
ion of one of his epic poems, which is called wyarana 
Pashto. j 


$n а Поп, there is nobody stronger than me, 
either in Hind, Sind, nor in Takhar, Kabul or Zabul, 
There is nobody stronger than me. 


The arrows of my wi А 
arrows of my will strikes the enemy like lightening: 


Те: i а thi : 
gallop into the thick of the battle, I chase those who flee; 


(ғ) Рика Khazana, Kabul, p. 29-37 


x 13 
For the routed, 
: There is nobody stronger than me. 
The firmament revolves around my victories, 
Under the hoofs of my steed, the earth trembles and the 
mountains go topsy-turvey, 
Idestroy nations, 
There Is nobody stronger than me. 
Herat and Jurum are within the halo of my sword, 
. My name is a cure in Gharj, Bamyan and Takhar, 
My fame has reached Rome, Е А 
There is nobody stronger than me. i 
І rain darts upon Merv, and the enemy is afraid of me, 
Going to the banks of Heri w-urrod the opponents run away 
from me, 
Even the braves shiver at the sight of me, 
There is nobody stronger than me. 
Victoriously I enter Zaranj by the might of my sword, 
Imade the Sor Dynasty the exalted lord and leader, 
І assissted my cousins to greatness, 
There is nobody stronger than me 
Iam kind and munificent to my subjects, 
With confidence I protect and nourish them, 
My efforts are for their comfort, 
Е There is nobody stronger than me. 
My orders are carried by the lofty mountains, 
The world is mine, and my praises are sung from every 
pulpit, 


Days, nights, months and years, 
There is nobody stronger than me. 


SEEN 
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са زمری پردي نرعم له ما اتل‎ piss 
يه هغد وسند وپر تخارا ویر تابل‌سته‎ 
aL بل په زابل‎ 


له ما اتل aL‏ 


де‏ دمن هی ТИЈ‏ څمنو باندی 
په ژوبله بوم сай Mey‏ 
ay‏ مانپد وتو باندی 


anni ЈА له ما‎ 


۱ سك په نمنخ‌و به وبار‎ АНЫ بو پر‎ polaj 
سوومی‌هځکه ربزدی غزونه کاندم لتار‎ OTs 
ales کرم ابراد ونه!‎ | 
Ме ји له‎ 


oles‏ توری تر نپول لاندی دی هرات وجروم 
غرج وبامیان و تخار »4 نوم زما په اودوم 
زه Ја‏ ند без‏ روم 
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پرمر وزما غشی ЛЕВИ‏ راخخه 


po‏ یو الرود پر МЕ‏ وځم اښتی پلن راڅخه 


دبی زرنراخخه 
له ما اتل ےه 
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له ما اتل نسته 
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THE GREEN РОМЕ 


The Mausoleum of the Timurid p 
by Sarwar Goya 


rinces 


Gauhar Shad, the beloved wife of Shah Rukh, 
queen. She was sagacious, learned and had а deep ке, 

for art for arts sake. The inscription on her tomh refers i, 
as Ше “Bilkis of the Age." Beside her love for poetry 
she devoted most of her time in erecting mosques and builtins 
that have been famous bown through the ages. Among the «li 


e 
lier 
and ant 


known structures of that day, built through the efforis а 
eneouragements of Gauhar Shad, was the Gauhar Shad Scho 
known during her lifetime as the Supreme Cradle, later oy 
called the House of Foegiveness, and now although Only the 
ruins are left it is known among the people of Herat as the 
Green Dome. (е) This once magnificent structure represents 
the highest achievements of the period in the art ОЁ architec 
ture, tile-work, painting, calligraphy and mosaic. 

Abdur Razzak Samarkandi, the famous historian of the court 
of Shah Rukh and his sons, has recorded an eye-witness 
account of the period, and wirtes about this structure in his 
book, *Matla-us- Sa dine," “Та this year the Supreme Cradle, 
or the Gauhar Shad School, erected near the Injil Bridge 
on the north side of the city was completed, and that is a struc 
iure the like of which cannot be seen in the whole world.” 

А marble plate which is now. in the Herat Museum, bears the 
inscription which was carved by Ja'far Jalal, the famous cal- 
ligrapher of the period. It shows that the construction of this 
building was begun in 820 and was completed in 841. This 
School was built by Gauhar Shad, the Queen of Herat, ۴ 
daughter of Ghiyasuddin Tarkhan, the beloved wife of Shah 
Rukh, and the mother of Mirza Ulugh Beg, Baisungar. and 
Mohamed Jogi. She built it during her husband's ۵۲ 
because of her deep love for art and learning. She erectell 
this building to house learned men from far off places, and 10 
Serve as a haven for students who would crowd this city, НЕ 

(*) Actually this dome is not green, but rather а 0с" 
in colour. 


The Musolla of Herat 
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e iue learning. She invited many outstanding 
вс па learned people to teach in ‘this school. Among 


them we can name Shuhabuddin Bustami and Shamsuddi 
Mohamed, the son of Aowhad. She annexed to this Gina ӨН 
library containing a greaļ and varied number of jose Sh x mm 
made provisions for a hospital boarding center and a ا‎ 
house. The copy of a Manuscript which bears the shite south 
‘date of Gauhar 0۵ death) shows that she endowed k 


this school cultivated land; orchards, shops, mills 
her own ‘personal property. ј | 


ete. from 


The architect of this building was Qwamuddin Shirazi who 
died in 842 A.H. (+) In addition to him she gathered Мети 
a great number of skilful architects, scluptors,mosaie workers 
painters, calligraphers and illuminators, and encouraged them 
with generous allowances. Thus the building was shecessfi ly 
completed. It had high arches, thick walls, spacious yards and ۰ 
grounds, and beautiful minarets. The walls of the -building 
were adorned with enameled tiles, colorful flowers and beauti ul 
designs, and inscriptions and 


illuminations worked out by 
the most famous calligraphers and illuminator: | 


s of the time. 
For the most part, the skilful workmanship of the inscriptions 
is due to the craftsmanship of Ja’ far Jalal and Mirak Herawi. 
Adjacent to the school was erected another magnificent dome 
to serve as the burial place for Shah Rukh, her beloved hus- 
band and her sons. A part of this dome stands to this day, in^ 
which are buried the bodies of one queen and seven Timurid 


rulers and princes,as follows: 
رات‎ MES ipd aU bc تن سح‎ EDU 


` (е) Qwamuddin was the chief engineer and arehiteet of this 
building. It has been said that once Shah Rukh disagreed 
with him on some technical point in architeeture;and for a 
year refused him admission tothe court. Since Qwamuddin 
was well versed in astronomy, he worked out a calendar, and 
having gained permission, presented it to the King. The King 
smiled sardonically and recited the following couplet: 


“You well did the work of earth, 
That now you turn to Heaven." 
Habibus- Sear, P. 184, Part ЦІ, Bombay, India. 


18 Нај rho died in gee 
رن‎ Baisungar, son of Shah Rukh, who died in 836 А 


(2) Sultan Ahmed, son of Abdul Latif, son of Ulu 
son of Shah Rukh, who was killed in 848. 

(3) Queen Gauhar Shad, who was killed in 861 and js 
buried here. Abdur Razzak, the author of “Маш. 
us-Sa’dine,” confirms this as he writes, “Од Friday 
the seventh of Jamadi-ul Akhir after the prayer, 
Mirza Ala’-ud- Dowla appeared from the direct io of 
the village of Saq - e- байлап and came down to Khi- 


sh Beg. 


yaban street, where he visited the school and the 
grave of Queen Gauhar Shad, and after performing 
the rites of pilgrimage, he left Тог the Garden of 
Zaghan." Khwandamir in ‘“Khulasat - ul- Akhbar”, 
and Baber in his ‘Memoirs,’ also recognize this 
mausoleum as the burial place of Queen Gauhar Shaq, 

(4) Ala - ud-Dowla, son of Baisungar, who was buried 
here in 863. 

(5) Ibrahim Sultan, son of Ala- ud -Dowla, son of Baisungar 
who died in 863 on.his way to Meshed. According to 
Abdur Razzak, His body was brought back to Поема, 
and on the sixth of Shaval (863) was put to rest in 
the burial place of his ancestors.” 

. (6) Shah Rukh Sultan, son of Said, son of Miranshah, 
born in 863 at Herat, died in 898 and was buried here. 

(7) Mirza Sultan Mohamed, son of Baisungar, who accor- 
ding to Abdur Razzak, “Was unrivaled in bravery 
and generosity. Killed in 855 at the age of 34. Пе 
reigned for ten years,five years in the absence of his 
grandfather, and five years independently. Шъ body 
was placed with his father’s in the Mausoleum.” 

(8) Mirza Mohamed Ogi, son of Shah Rukh, died in 868. 

The Mausoleum and the school were still in full glory al the 
time of Sultan Husayn Baikara (1468-1505 A.D.) Khwandamir in 


his book, “Khulasat-ul- Akhbar,” written in 906, says abou! 
this structure, iring 


(*) Matla, 


“The school js very splendid and awe-ins 
изба ис, Part ll, P. 659, Lahore, India. 


tile and decorated with inscriptions and enamel work, indi-. 
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(8) Mirza Mohamed Jogi, son of Shah Rukh, (ісі in 868. 
The Mausoleum and the school were still in full glory at the 
time of Sultin Husayn Baikara (1468-1505 А.р.) Khwandamir in 
his book, “Khulasat-ul- Akhbar”, wrilten in 906, says about 
this structure, “Тһе school is very splendid and awe-inspiring, 
js greatly ornamented and decorated, is large and spacious and 
surpasses all- Ше other buildings ‘of Herat in strength and 
beauty. At this time four outstanding scholars are engaged 
in teaching the students. The endowments are still continuing, 
enabling people to derive benefit from them.” 


Baber also saw the Mausoleum and the school in 909. He 
mentioned it in his “Memoirs,” referring to it as still flour- 
ishing. Christy Wilson in his book, “The History of Per- 
sian Art", writes about this dome, “The Mausoleum of Gau- 
har Shad still exists іп Herat..It is in the form of a square 
with three domes. The first one was for decorating the space 
below, and the middle was for protection. The outer dome is 
decorated with blue tile. This Mausoleum was previously con- 
neeted with another structure. There are seven very large 
and high minarets, two of which belonged to the famous Mu- 
sallas built by Gauhar Shad, one to the Mausoleum, and the 
remaining four to the school of Sultan Baikara, which was 
built at a later date. The minarets are covered with marble 


cating to what a height architecture and ornamentation had 
reached. in tbe Timurid period”. This dome has three roofs. 
There is a means of aecess to the first roof, while the second 
one is.inaccessible. The third roof can be seen from a hole 
in the second. Up to 1303 or 1304, a good portion of this struc- 
ture and the school of Sultan Husayn Baikara were still stand- 
ing. But at the present time, except for seven minarets, 
which are also on the verge of ruin and the Green: Dome, no 
trace of the Musallas and Ше school can be found. The in- 
scription whieh appears on this dome, аге the elegaie poems 
written for Baisunghar, most of which has been effaced by 
time. Only these.two couplets are legible : 


алау | 


EDUCATION IN AFGHANISTAN 


by 
Sayyid Qasim ۰ 


\ look at the history of modern education jn Др 
4 QOK а £ 9 


that is from the time when education has been continued ШТ 
hat is t 


a substantial interruption would illustrate that the foundation 
of the present system of education was laid by His | 


же Majesty 
Habibullah Khan, whose, efforts and ideas hay 


е been the 
cornerstone of the present progress in the education of our coun 
try. It was he, who, founded the first modern school (Habibiay jy 
the city of Kabul, in 1904. The curriculum in this school was con- 
structed on the ‘basis of the European schools, while, special 
attention was paid to include the subject matters 


in the Mosque Schools of the nation, into the 


already in use 
program of this 
newly founded educational institution. The courses were taught 
by both the native and foreign teachers, and Arabie and 
English were the mediums of leaching. 
Simultancously, the foundation of a military school was laid 
and Turkish officers were employed to. take over the teach- 
ing job in that school. The contribution of these two schools 
to the progress of the country has been so well marked that 
foday the greater part of the intelligensia of the nation are 
the graduates of the above mentioned schools. During the 
First World War (1914-1918) the 
played а rather noticeable role 
military affairs of the country, 
declared, they were ready to | 


graduates of these two schools 
in the running of the civil and 
and when Independence was 


аке over important political and 
‘administrative posts in the hiararehy of the governmental 
machinery. The importance of their 


contribution is appavant 
even today. 


In 1920, quite a few of tl 


lese graduates were, for the firs! 
time, sent to E 


urope to study medicine, Sciences, спасе“ 


ing, agriculture, economies, law and political seienee and many 
other fields ој higher 


education. When, after 1997, they retur 
ned, they comprised the fir 


st group of the foreign - trained 
Afghan spe 


cialists whose contribution to Afghan prog 


Ап intermediate school in one of the Provinces 
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their own line of Speciality has been more than signific я 
b ant. 


After the Declaration of Independence, progress j 

jonal system was obvious. In 1922 and the ee в. Нај 
following secondary schools were Opened —— 1 i un ^n 
medium of teaching in this sehool is French ami n E d 
are employed from France. 2.Nejat, founded in 1994 m ie 
of teaching in this school is German and ils ۳ а 
ployed from Germany. 3. Ghazee founded 1927, in aids un НА 
dium ot teaching (as of late) is English. 4. Girls’ пиће m i 
which the three К, s, domestic sciences and en d e 


ages were taught. 5. А junior college(ounded 1928) mi 
dents were taken fróm the graduates e ју ; 
After completing the rao ADM ale, Wis c ids 
lified students were sent to foreign мо Кенија ی‎ de 
Ў tries for further studies. 

Inspite of the above mentioned educational institutions sev- 
eral professional schools, such as the Normal School, the School 
for Fine and Applied Arts, the School for Telegraphy,the School 
for Foreign Languages in which, English, Freneh, German, Rus- 
sian, and Turkish were taught, the School for Civil Adminis- 
trators, and the School for Accountants and Clerks were establ- 
ished in the eapital. : 5 

When, after the Afghan War of Independence, the Ministry 
of Education was established in the capital, definite impetus 
was given to educational expansion; especially, on the elemen- 
tary level in the Provinces this progress was more noticeable. 

Right along with the expansion of education іп the country, 
the Military School also underwent reform, and special atten- о 


tion was paid to send qualified students from this institution 
to foreign countries. Thosé who were selected to study avi- 
ation were sent to Russia and Italy, and those who were chosen 
1o continue there studies in the other branches of the military 
science were sent to Franee and Turkey. 

This basie progress in the education of the country conti- 
nued without any interruption unti! 1928, when, for a period 
of almost eight months —1988-29— practically all educational n ae 
progress was brought to a standstill by the Civil War. Fortu- | pu 
nately, due to the brillant efforts of His Late Majesty 


22 . 
Mohammed Nadir Shah, law andorder once again ШЕРІ! 


all over the country. progress in Many phases of the Nati- 


Stem, 
The former schools were reopened, and plans for the furthe 


pansion of the educational system was laid down. 


onal life was apparant, especially, in the educational sy 
rey. 


English became the medium of instruction in Ghazee Шаһ 
School, and the School of Fine and Applied Arts was expanded 
to make room for the arts and crafts indigenous to Afghanistan, 
A school for the teaching of Islamie Law was founded, This 
was the logical step toward the establishment of a real theolo- 
gical seminary in the capital. Special attention was 
the extention and expansion of educational facilities in the 
Provinces. But the most important step taken-toward the pro- 
gress of science and knowledge during the reign of this wise 


paid jo 


and astute king, was the opening of the Faculty (colleg 


€) of 
Medicine (1932) which was the initial Step toward the future 
University of Afghanistan (Kabul). Inspite of the shortage of 


qualified teachers and the paucity of the necessary equipments 
the progress in this line was ‘stounding, and for the first time 
in the history of our country, our own students acquired spe- 
cialization in different branches of medicine right inside Afgha- 
nistan. After seven years the graduates of this very 
жеге selected graduates of our own high schools, 
into the field of life to tackle one of the 
their countrymen, that is, the need for 

Their studies were conducted under the 

sion of foreign professors-Freneh and Tur 


rkish-and their educa- 
Попа! needs, тост and board were provided free of charge by 
the government. 


college who 
stepped out 
most urgent needs of 
modern medical саге. 
guidance and supervi- 


Fortunately, during the reign of the present king, Iis Maj- 
esty Mohammed Zahir Shah, the progress and reform in the 
Faculty of Medicine was continued without. any delay. The res- 
ultsobtained from this faculty was so satisfactory that under the 
guidance of the present Majesty many other Faculties were 
Opencd in different fields of higher education. The appointment 
ОГ HRH. Mohammed Nacem Khan in 1938 to the post of the 
‘Minister of Education brought about new progress in the field 


of education. Under his guidance and је 93 


А + ; adershi 7 
institutions of higher education were opened D the following 
culty of Law and Political Science (1999), 2. The а جر‎ 

ку of Phy- 


sical and Biological Sciences (1949). 3 The Faculty of Li 

(1949. 4. Last year steps were taken toward Ah sociae 
of the Theological Seminary. 5. Mcdern moris à Pda 
opened and many teachers were employed fin Rip were 
рате the graduates of these schools for tasks 
io elementry and intermediate schools, 


ad to pre- 
pertaining 


ісі Today these по 
schools prepare sufficient teachers to meet the need سیم‎ 
| с 


elementry and intermediate schools of the country. Qualified 
graduates of the [оса high schools were sent abroad to es is 
and America to specialize in different branches of ненна 
and today many of them who have completed their studies in 
back in Afghanistan occuping responsible posts in their fields 
of specialization; may it be teaching subject matter or advising 
in the reorganisation and expansion of the educational system; 
There most important contribution, other than benifiting the 


country is to make the country independent of foreign proffes- 
sors and adviser. f 


The most important step taken toward the extension of 
education to all directions-is the opening and expansion of the 
girls high school, where other than domestic sciences, foreign 
languages such as English, French and German are taught by 
the teachers native to the respective languages. This effort has 
been extended to the Province only on the elementry level. 

Lately the following professional schools have been organised: 
1. Mechanies have been added to the School of Fine and Applied 
Arts which give it the aspects of a polytechnical institute. 
9. Surveying 89. Communication. 4. Pharmacy. 5. Nursing. 
6. Midwifery.7. Aviation (under the supervision of the Ministry 
of War with English teachers comprising its teaching staff). 

Emergency courses in languages and special snbjects, both 
for the teachers and any body else who might need the framing 
have been opened both in the capital and some of the Provinces. 
One of the most important step faken by the Press Department 

in co-operation with the Ministry of Education, is of course 


не 
ening of cours 
he opening | iter: SN 
| 4s are limited only 10 Nr А e 8 "Spe 
efforts are ۳ might develope into а ди ШЕТ ‘| 
Pp . 

iie 1 The popularity of the T 


g 
that ojee 
^i с 

education program: he government е | 
(dn the army,among the government employee, 

an : . ее ) 
in the industries, but the publie at [ar ge. 

in 


| 34 s Гог adults „Although, ; 


appar 


е tf ape n ۰ 
o his program. Within à. year's time, the 
from this prog 


shave jumped up fo 300. Easy and moder ne 
ses ІМ 


DR PM are employed. The Radio and the Cinema 
also utilised for this purpose, and n aycrage iterate tan 
yead and write in six months. ТЕ is hoped that Within, 
reasonable time illiteracy would be wiped out from the «Опт, 
с From the outset of the reign of His Majesty Mohammed Хи 


Shah special attention has been paid to modernise 116 differen, 


branches of the Armed Forces by introducting modern тео 
in the military schools and by. opening courses under the guid- 
amee of able German and Turkish teachers to prepare office, 
to јаке over different duties of military nature, This progress 
was followed up during the reign of the 


(Mohammed Zahir Shah) and the found 


present Majesty 
ation of the Mi 
Academy, was laid. | Special courses in military 


itary 
accounting, 
farriery, hygiene, (later on turned into the Medical School. and 
music were organised, special courses to prepare officers forthe 
Department of Military Supplies and Equipments were opened. 

When in 1938 П.К Mohammed и 
the Commander of the For 
schools, 


00d Khan was appointed 
ces of'the Interior and the military 
the institution was turned 


into a Military Academy 
and the selected yy 
е 


aüduates of the non-military high schoo's 
comprised its student body. 

Just like the high schools in the e 
denfs for ihe Military Acade 
primary schools in the 
Expanded to high 


apital which provide stu 
My and the various colleges, the 
provinces, some of which have been 
school standard, 
high schools anq м 


The Ministr 


provide students for the 
fessional schools in the capital. 

Y of Education 
SS із essential, 


А ۳ 2 сс Page at 
қ 1% cognizant of the fact Ih 
if progre: 


ational 
then, Ше most modern education 


es must be adapted and adopted in өні 1 95 
"ler (hat the 
себе 


ені” 
keep y 
up w 

P wilh (he eri 


| system of the country might 


ation" ; 
€ схегумћеге else in the world. 
| are generally provided in the country | ۱ 
s e Y but some 
al books are purchased from abroad nae nae 
" А 2 ad anc 

ols in which the particular forcie 
қ 


г instruction. 


КТ 


are used i 
„ће selo iseli 


n language is 
pedium 0 guage is the 
Although, students can join the College of Politieal 5 
cal Science 
pilerature 45 they please, special defficieney 1 и 
Yh 


or i 
B oo У Physica у ax Пет 
p m the field of Physical, Chemical and Biolog; | 
i Bs y are urge joi gica 
geiencess and they are urged to join the College of Physical 
учеа 


and Biological Sciences if they wish. Knowing that the eoun- 
uy needs more technicians, the Ministry of Education bind 
ting most of its efforts fo remedy this shortcoming. : с 

In 1944 there were peus elementary schools in the nation, 
and the students who wished fo continue their studies beyond 
the elementary levei could do so, either in the high schools in 
the Provinces бе those in the capital, and those who did not 
want to proceed further, could do so too. 

Ош main problem today is 10 open sufficient high schools 
ju the Provinces to be able to supply the various colleges with 
qualified students. The Ministry of Education has already fell 
this need and plans are underway 10 expand the high schools 
all over. the country, in sufficient numbers. 

Sports and games are of paramount importance in the school 
system, and there is no school in the country in which the 
modern sports do not occupy ап enviable position, intramural 
inter-school and international games һауе been in existance 
fghan teams participated 


since a very long time. In 1936, the A 
in the Olympic Games at Berlin. 

The school builtlings are modern, 
It is hop 


and they are the most 
striking buildings in any village- ed that the building 
his in the neighbourhood of the 
ud be completed by the time 
are organise! and estab- 
willl have a real 


и! Ше university of Kabul whic 

City and: was started in 1940 wou 

Це different colleges of the university 

Het We hope in three or four years we 
ст university in our country- 
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THE ROLE OF AFGHANISTAN IN m 
CIVILIZATION OF ISLAM 


by M. Ghubar. 


In е fourth century (395)the Ancient Civilization of R 
which had prevailed over a large part of the globe 
ра дадат Hama ENDIE eiue s to the incessant attacks 
of the barbarians of the basin of Rhine and Danube (Gen 
mans). The insignificant ramnants of once a glorious empire 
and civilization of the western Roman Empire was Obliteratey 
by the Slavs and Asiatic Hords in the ninth century, and atta, 
the fall of the Eastern Roman Empire in 1453 the influence of 
the ancient civilization was wiped out. 

Thus, for almost ten centuries there was a vacuum between 
the ancient and the new world civilization. This period has 
been called the period of the Barbarian rule by the European 
historians. but in fact, this period ofstagnancy of the mediacy- 
al civilization was dark and поп - progressive 


Ome 
along With 


only in Europe. 
America was not yet discovered, and Africa was long in deep 


slumber, even before the Dark Ages, but, the continent of Asia 
was shining brightly under the civilizing influence of 
culture. 


а псу 


This civilization which was prevalent in the E 


ast during the 
Middle Ages was no other than the 


Civilization of Islam. Like 
the Roman and Greek Civilization the Civilization of Islam too, 
wis not the civilization of one nation or 


One race; it could be 
more correctly called Eastern, 


than pure-Arabie Civilization. 
As it is well known, before the dawn of Islam the Arabs 
Were nomadic people, and they were living in a rather back 
ward stage of social evolution. 

insignificant, knowledge and cultur 
advanced, and social order and 
today, was almost lacking. 

retained even until the eigh 
of their ancient culture th 
conquest and governme 


Their industries were 
е among them was not 100 
administration as it is known 
This simplicity of Arab culture was 
th century. Inspite of the simplicity 
еу manifested brilliant leadership in 
пі. It was due to this ability that they 


midi... e 


ith it, they put | 


2 
affixed the banner of their victories atop many a famous d 
from the wil eeu of Umman to the shores of Айашіс Ocean. 

The Arab Civilization cou!d not remain simple and elemen- 
tary Tor too long. It was bound to un‘lergo tremendous chang- 
es, as it Ho when it came into contact with the older Christian, 
Zoroastrian, and Budhist Civilization. It was natural that the 
resultant influences of all these civilizations should give. rise 
to a new Oriental Civilization, that is, the Civilization of Islam 
should come to. the fore. : 

The Arabs during the earlier stages of their Imperial con- 
quests (661-750) paid attention only to the interpretation of 
the Holy Koran, the Sayings of the Holy Prophet Mohammed 
and the religious Jurisprudence. But it was natural, that, when 
one of the Banee Umayya Emperors of Jamascus would fall ill 
the Arabs would take to medicine. This they did, and their 
achievements in medicine cannot be denied. 

_ ТЕ was in the second period. of the Arab Empire that 
the Islamic civilization achieved its unity of culture (750-1258). 
The schools in Alexandaria and Jundi Shahpoor in the west 
and the east of Arabia respectively delved into the Greek philo- 
sophy and its subsidiaries, such- as, medicine, logie, physics, 
chemistry, astronomy, and mathematies. 

These two schools also presented the Arab society with poli- 
ties, history, and stories. Likewise the country of the Ancie- 
nt Aryans, or the Islamic country of Khurasan, that is the 
Afghanistan of today; presented the Islamie world with their 
rhetoric, mathematics and astronomy on one hand, and the 
philosophy and medicine of India, which was available to them 
im the Indus Basin and the eastern section of their own 
country, on the other hand. 

The Islamic civilization was no doubt mankind's h 
achievement in the Middle Ages. The Muslims sought know- 
ledge everywhere. They modified and improved everything 
they laid their hands upon. They studied all the available fields 
of knowledge of the time, invented Algebra, improved Greek 
medicine and developed pharmacy right along У 


ighest 


28 5 О H 
mathematics: شرت رن‎ hotany and zoolog, 
sounder basis, and they improved the geographic у 
of their time by preparing an oceanie map, на 
pting the trade and commerce from j 


ated the works of 


On 

Know leg, 

ge 

ace. ani dive thy 
compass, ал" ¢ аш 

lu 


The Arabs not only transl ^ 
toleing 


sca. 

but they improved upon his findings and corrceted his o 

takes. It was they (the Muslims ) who for the first time n 
lif. 


ferentialed between astronomy and astrology. 


The Muslim took new industries, new weapons, clock 


۳ ONES ۴ ۱ рар 
agriculture, fruit trees, and cereals to Europe Н ] 


windmil!, i 
ducts of India and China were carried to Spain and that И 
Spain to Siberia. 1t could be safely asserted that no nation 
all through the Ancient and Medieval Era has presented the 
world with as many philosophers and scientists as Greek has 
done, but for each Greek philosopher and scientist we 2: 
count hundreds in the Jsiamic world of this period. 
Afghanistan has played a brilliant role in the worldwide сие 
lization of Islam, and has presented the Islamic world with as 
many men of science and letters as any single constituent of 
the Islamic World has. When the Arabs were busy translating 
from Greek, Coptic, and Syriae the Afghans were translating 
from Pahlevi and Indian languages. They (Afghans) were also 
conducting comparative study of the religions of the castern 
parts of their country and Islam. Although, Arabie was first 
given to them in the middle of the 7th century, and their aquain- 
tance witli Arabs and the Islamic Civilization barely dated hack 
to more than fifty years, the Afghans succeeded in producing 
well known personalities of religious importance, such as, Imam 
Azam-i-Numan-i-ben Sabit (699-767) whose followers since more 
than ten centuries comprise one of the largest sects in Islam. 
Imam Ahmad-i-ben-Hambal-i-Marwázee (4,855) who was а sret 
author and still is the leader of another community. Mohan 
ben Kiram-i-Zaranjee (d. 868) who is the leader of the Kürame 
sect, along with Abu Daood-i-Sagestance (d. 888) were 
great learning and responsibility. The above mentione 
duals occupy respectable position in the histoty 0! Islam. 


ed 


people of 
1 indivi 


j 
і 


2025 ia. Н a 
Religion was not the only field to which the contributions of 


the Afghans were outstanding. They have made im ortant con- 
tributions, practically to every field of knowledge of hi D 
Arabic literaturc we can mention Bishar-i-ben. Bard-i-Takhar- 
istanee (4.784), Abu Atta-i- Sindee (а. 9th century à pe 
pazli-Ahmad-i-ben Teefoor (4.899) and others. who M a 
Afghan poets in Arabic. It was Bishar-i-ben Burd ао а 

nee, who, for the first time interpreted the literary zeal of the 
ancient Afghans into Arabic. Likewise, Jatar -i- Barmakee 
(4.808, Abul Fath-i-Bustee (d. 1009), and Ahmad-i-ben Hassan-i- 
Maymandee (d. 1082) were outstanding literary figurés and- 
influential imperial secretaries in Arabic. 


ir time, In 


Musa-i- Barmakkee, Yüsuf-i- Barmakkee, Mohammed -i- - 
Jahm -i- Barmakee, Fazl-i- ben Sahl -1- Sarakliee were 
outstanding translators from Pahlevi into Arabic, and the 
famous book of the “Siyar-ul+Mulookul Fars,” is one of 
their works. It was due to the encouragement given by the 
Barmakees that, “Малка” in medicine, “Sanad -i- Hind" in 
astronomy and astrology, and the stories of Sind Baad were 
translated into Arabic. It was under the guidance of Yahya 
Barmakee that the book of Majustee in astronomy was for the 
first time brought into Arabic language. He, too, was the 
tirst person who encouraged the translation of Indian religious 
books into Arabic. Under his leadership medicine and spices 
from beyond Indus were brought to Baghdad, pocr houses 0 
hospitals were organized, and paper industry (after the fashion 
of the industry in Samarkand, which was most probably adop- 
ted from the Chinese methods) were established right in the 
capital of the Musiim Empire - Baghdad. It was due to Barma- 
kees and Sahls that the Afghan civilization and culture was 
merged into the Islamic culture of the Abbasides, and gave the 
Abbaside Empire its Khurasanee aspects. В 
In mathematics it was Mohammed-i-ben Mossa-i-Khwarazmec 
Khurasanee who wrote the first book in Algebra in the ninth есе 
ntury(813-883). Among others we can mention Abul Wata-i-Khur- 


~ се, whose works in Irignomet"y. is well known, ат 
asanee, whos 


rho is may. 
am i- Khyrasance (4. 1123) who is the ‘uthop p.i 


Khayy DET 


authentic volume on Algebra In Astronomy the coni t 
of Abu Maashr -i- Balkhee (d. 895) is significany, Mons 
of Abu Maas ЖОЙҒАНЫ 

Abu Raihan-i-Baroonee Khurasanee is wel] known 


; , г, philosophy, astr у 
researehes in geography, philosophy, astronomy, an, 


a 
Qanoon (Canon of Medicine) Shefa and Isharat (jp phi 
were among the most outstanding people of their tine, and wa, 
leaders in the medicine of both the East anq the Wey 
Imam Mohammed Ghizalee Tossee-i-Khurasanee 11 


Ibne Qateba-i-Marwazce Khurasanee who Was the 


and 
Walking 


are propi. 
nent figures in the history of Islam. | Last but not least wa; 


Abu-Mussa -i- Jabir -i- ben Habban -i- Khurasanee (8th е 


encyclopaedia of his-age, were other Afghans who 


“пуу 


who was the author of hundre.l volumes, а great chemist, 


and 
one of the most learned people of his time. 


In short, the contribution of the peopie of Afghanistan to 
the civilization and culture of the Бізшіс Wort! is outst 


anding 
and significant. The Afghans introduced the Ar 


abs то the 
philosophy and religions of the people of India long before 
the Arabs had even таде the slightest infiltration into the | 
land of the Indians. The contribution of the Afghans to ast- 
ronomy, geometry, mathematics, philosophy and theology of 
that time is admitted by all the Muslim historians. 

Mere scientefic contribution to the Islamice and Arabie civi- 
lization did not satisfy the Afghans. Under the politieal and 
military leadership of people like Abu Muslim-i-Khurasancei 
Marwazee (1.754) the Barmakees and Sahl -i- Khurasance they 
Succeeded in bringing about the downfall of the Arabie Em 
pire of Banni Umayya, 


. SAYS а Me- 
which was purely Arabie and 
diterrznean, and 


assisted in the estsblishment of the Abbaside 
Empire, which, was morc Khurasanee and inter-Islamic- ТИ 
is why the capital of the Muslim Empire was shifted Tri 
seus (Syria) to. Baghdad (Mesopotamia), and even for 7 


little while to Merv (Afghanistan). 


` ages, and Ibn-i-Seena-i-Balkhee (Avicenna d. 1036) the 
ages, 2 


ERN 


ountries. Their (Afgh- . 


In the 9th century the political апа administrative infl А 
s г uence 


of the Afghans was so obvious in the Imperial hiararchy tl 
chy that 


the Arab scholars and historians were forced to admit that th 
it that the 


period of Abbaside Caliphate was more Khurasanee than Arabic. 
5 n Arabic. 


ause the Abbaside Cali 
5 aliphs we 
packed mostly by the Afghans. Emperor Saffah (750-54) and 
à а 


Caliph Mansoor (754-775) accepted the crown from the h 

Abu Muslim-i- Khurasanee, and during the reign of dean зА 

one fourth of the Imperial Guards at Baghdad were ds in 
During the time of Haroon -u- Rashid (786 - 806) one с ~ 

world’s greatest emperors, and fo whom the Eastern Pi 

Empire paid regular tributes, two Afghan divisions (twenty 


thousand) жеге guarding the capital - Baghdad- and most of 


the political and military administration of his екіге eren 
the Hands of the Afghan ministers and officers. Mansoor 
{813 - 833) the ablest Muslim emperor was helped to the 
throne by his able Afghan minister (Fazl) and it was one 
of his Afghan generals (Tahir - i- Poshinkee) who defeated 
Amin in Baghdad and occupied the Arabie countries. No 
wonder, Jahiz, the’ well known historian of the tenth century 
writes, “Тһе Umayya Empire was more Arab and nomadic, and 
the, Abaside Empire.was ۰ 

Ibn-i-Fageeya, the tenth century writer records that the Khu- 
rasanees (Afghans) are shrewed in business; able in adminis- 
tration, and outstandingly brave in warfare .They killed Fer- 
ол -1- Ben Yazd -i- Gurd and Kasrai-i- ben Qubaad (the Sasanian 
Emperors of Persia) and they seperated the Arab Empire from 
their Aral) Emperors — the Umayyas. Another Muslim histo- 
rian writes, *Khurasan was conquered by the Arabs through 
treaties and by warfare, but the native ability of the Khur- 
asanees in administration, and their capacity to learn put 
them in the foreground of the Islamic с 
civilization of Is 
and military 
any other single Muslim 


lam is outstanding; the 


ans)contribution to the 
leaders that have 


come out of this land, surpass that of 


country”. 


. This assertion was correct, bec 


‘number of learned people, civil 


he onslaught of Gengiz Khan (3th седи 
я hy 
shining star of the Islamic wor}, = 
r in the stage of civilization haq | 
CUN 


12 

Truly 50. untill t 
Afghanistan was the 
ultural level no 
among the Musli S 
the fifteenth century (the reign of the Tiii 
d retained her cultural supremacy, but ine > 
any time here, the gp 0 


ther in e сас Е 
пу equal m countries. Even, after ( 

any 

Khan, until 
Afghanistan ha 

which we do not have dual de. 


reasons for aye 
a glorious civilization took place, to such an ¢ 


cline of its once 


tent, that now we find ourselv 
contribution has not been only to the ciyili 


g, during the rise of the Muslim Empire 


х 
es way behind the rest of the морі 


Afghanistan’s 
tion of Islam. All alon 
she had struggled to retain. her own national individuality 
first among the Muslim countries to declare 


and she was the 
г political independence by organizing the Tahiria Eg. 
pire of. Khurasan Oth century). She was the first among the 
occupied nations of the East to give impetus to her native 
language ( Persian of today) against the mighty and the 
well established language of the Arabs, and ТЕ was she who 
resented the world with a new and amazing literaturc--tlie 


ће 


p 
Persian literature. ; 

Sanaee, Mawlawee, Ansurec, Farukhee, and Апхагес are 
some of the outstanding representatives of the Afghan litera- 
ture of that time. The famous Afghan emperors such as Saf- 
faree-i-Seestanee (867-908) Samanee-i- Balkhee (874-999) 
Ghaznawee (977-1149) and Ghories (1149-1212) are among the 
greatest names in the history of Tslam. They spread Islamic 
and Afghan culture and civilization all over Central Asia, and 
it was due to the Ghaznawees and the Ghories, that, from tenth 
century until the sixteenth century, Islam was spread and the 
Afghan literature was made popular in the sub-continent of 
India. 


AFGHAN 
CALLIGRAPHY, ILLUMINATION 
AND MINIATURE — Work | 
IN 9TH CENTURY А.П. 


by 
Ali Ahmad N'aimi. 


Inscription and wall paintings, the forerunners of calli- 
graphy and miniature works in Afghanistan, are old nbl 
date baek many centuries before the advent of Islam. However 
in this article we will briefly describe the development i 
progress of these arts during the 9th century А.Н. 

The conquests of Timor, in the latter 


and 


part of the 8th centu- 


ry, opens a new page in the history of the Asiatic nations, | 


especially of the Middle East. In spite of the ruin and (е5 
truction he wrought in the conquered territories, Timor was 
a sagacious ruler, and the encouragement he gave to the 
rebuilding and extending of Samarkand gave rise to. a new 
interest in the arts. 

Timor died at the end of the 8th century and was succeed- 
ed by his 4th son Shah Rukh, who had previously been the 
governor of Khurasan provinces (Afghanistan. This Timurid 
prince moved the capital from Samarkand to Herat, thus begin- 
. ning what is referred to in Afghan history as the Timurids of 
Herat. Being himself deeply interested in poctry and art, he 
extended his patronage to artistic antl literary men. His favorite 
son, Baisungur, following his father’s example, intensified this 
patronage. He established a large library in Herat, and gath- 
cred together 40 masters of painting, calligraphy, illumination 
and book-binding,and thus instituted the large and illustrious 
academy of calligraphy and miniature painting. 

Baisungur died during his father's reign, although still 
young. Shah Rukh died in 850 leaving his vast kingdom to be 
fought over by numerous claimants to the throne. Despite the 
civil war and upheaval that followed his death, Me flame of art 
and learning that had been kindled was intensified rather than 
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guished 
СА сі of Herat ended with the death of Sultan Husa yn 
le 


Baykara (911 A.H.). In writing à history of the arts in the 
а а | 

сее and mentioning the kings and princes ‘of Afghan- 

istan, we should not forget Mir Ali Shir Nawai, the wise and 

illustrious minister of Sultan Husayn Baykara. 


and continued down fo the time when the ری‎ ој 
94 


In the early period of Islam, while Фе seribes and cal. 
ligraphers continued fo copy and write, they used only the 
Kufic style, since this was the only form of penmanship 
through which they could demonstrate and exhibit the fine and 
delicate aspects of their.art- During the Ghaznavide Dynasty. 
the Кийс style attained a great delicacy and beauty, and at the 
same time another style of writing, called Naskh, evolved from 
it. A few centuries later i.e., in the 7th century, a third Style 
of penmanship, known as Ta’liq, attained an equal footing with 
Кийс and Naskh. Thus it was that in the 9th century from 
the merging of Naskh and Та Па, the style of Nastaliq came 
into being. From the standpoint of art and beauty no other 
style of writing has been able. to take из place up to the 
present day. 

The descendents of Timor had a great deal of reverence for 
calligraphy, such that most of the Timurid princes like Bai- 
Sungur and Ibrahim Mirza, the sons of Shah Rukh, are consid- 


ered among the important scribes. It should also be men- 


tioned that the Diwani and the Dashti styles of writing were 
creafed in the period of the Herat Timurids. 


ТЕ Calligraphy 
had not attained its zenith 


in this period the arts of illumi- 
. Nation and miniature painting in Af 


the province of Herat, would not 
their development, and in the 
School of Herat would not have 
that it did. 


ghanistan, especially in 
have reached the height of 
history of Eastern painting the 
Occupied the outstanding place 


Although illumination, 


like calligraphy, was known in Ше 
early Muslim period 


| it was not till the time of the Timurid 
princes that this art reached its peak. 


а by Behzad 


мат. 


n Bay 1 


Sultan Husay 


| 
| 
| 
E 


Page of an album: 
by Ustad Mohammz 


A reading woman; miniature 


painting 
adi of Herat middle of 16ih 


Century 
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re considercd the most 
important group of artists. The method of completing a book 
went in somewhat this manner. 


After calligraphers, illuminators wer 


The calligrapher would finish 
copying the book and then turn it over to the painter and the 
illuminator, 50 that they might decorate it with plates and 
beautiful designs. This has been ascertained by unfinished 


books which have been found, in which the manuscript . is - 


complete while the decorations have been left unfinished. At 
first, illuminations and illustrations were limited to geomet- 
rical designs of branches and leaves, on the first few pages and 
the last, beginnings of chapters, headings and occasionally the 
margins. In the 9th and lOth centuries the technique of illus- 
tration improved greatly. Furthermore, in the 9th century 
the margins of the’ copies were decorated with illuminations 
of plants, flowers and even animal and human figures. One of 
the distinguishing characteristics of the work of this period 
was the use of geometrical figures, such as the octagon, lat- 
ticed circlés and stars. Another characteristic was the use 
of gold, blue and crimson colours. At this time the colour of 


Lapis Lazuli was used as а background, on which the other | 


colours were applied. 
Among the masterpieces of illumination of this period is 


the Shah Nama copied for Baisungur in 831 A.H. In this. 


copy the pictures of the prince as well as the painter and 
illuminator appear. 

One of the famous illuminators of the court of Shah Rukh 
was Amir Khalil, also known as Ghiyasuddin. He was, at one 
time; a member of an Afghan Embassy to China (823-827), 
during which time he made an extensive study of Chinese 
paintings. In addition to Khalil we should also mention 
Ruh-Ullah Mirak, teacher to the illustrious Bihzad. 

From the famous illuminators of this time, one is Haji 
Mohamed, originally from Herat, a contemporary of Sultan 
Husayn Mirza. The details of his life are not known. At one 
time he was a close associate of Mir Ali Shir Nawai, and 
served as his librarian. Later their relations became strained 


سورب 


21282: nmm 


њи he left Herat (904 А.Н.) in the hope of entering the service 
of Badia’ -uz- Zaman Mirza, the son of Husayn Baykara, who 
was governor of Seistan; he was successful in achieving the 
distinguished rank of librarian and associate of the prince. 

Haji Mohamed was not only a skillful, capable and famous 
illuminator, but, in addition to his creative power in poetry 
andliterature, he also had an inventive turn of mind. Tt is told 
that he invented a clock for the library of Mir Ali Shiv Nawai, 
in which a small figure was placed. This figure had a drum in 
front of him on which he struck the hours of the day and night. 

Haji Mohamed also established a plant for making chinaware 
in Herat. It is said that after the necessary experimental period 
he was able to produce china vessels fashioned after the Fagh- 
fori style of the Chinese. He died in Herat during the uprising 
of Mohamed Khan Shaybam about 913-915 A.H. 

The figures and designs that were used in the art of illumi- 
nation and illustration gradually found their way into the other 
fields of art, such as the designing of chinaware, carpets and 
book covers . 

The art of miniature work and painting in the Muslim period 
of Afghanistan can, in genaral, be divivded into three separate 
periods: 8 

(1) The Pre- Moghul School, which continued from the 
early Muslim period down to the 7th century. 

(2) The Moghul School, which сате about in the 7th 
and 8th centuries. 

(3) The Timurid or the Herat School. 


We have pointed out previously that the conquests of Timur 
were coupled with bloodshed and demolition, but his descendents 
compensated, as far as possible, for the wr 
During the period of the Timurids of Herat the arts of miniature 
work, painting and other allied arts went beyond the stage of 
imitation and borrowing from foreign sources and attained a 
height of it’s own originality, 


eckage he caused. 


producing an entirely new school. 


This period, as far as these arts are concerned, rivals the best 
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that can be found in the pre-muslim period of Afghanistan 


We pod from our history that the domination of the East by 
Genghis Khan and his descendents led to the establishment of 
EO and commercial relations as well as those of art and 
intellect between China and the Central Asiati 2 
pecially Khurasan (Afghanistan) and Fars E: ЈА PURUS d 
continued up to the time of the Ti ars Thissituation notonly 

۱ : imurids, but it was even streng- 
thened Бу then This assertion is borne out by the exchange 
of emissis between Shah Rukh and the royal government 
of China {known at that time as Ming or Da Ming Khan). 
The ~ رت‎ of the Chinese Legation. corresponded to 
the time of Shah Rukh (820). This emissary brought many 
delicate and precious gifts for Shah Rukh and his sons. Amir 
Sayed Ahmed Tarkhan, one of the famous courtiers of Shah 
Rukh had sent an extremely fine horse of the best breed to 
Da Ming Khan, who was so charmed with this gift, that he 
caused. a picture of the horse to be drawn by one of his 
most skilful artists, and presented the painting to the Shah 
of Afghanistan. fo . 

The purpose for mentioning the above incidentis to show that 
if the paintings of this period, especially in the decoration 
of book-covers, show the influence of Chinese art such as the 
use of imaginary and supernatural animals, it is due to the 
cultural intercourse that existed between them. For instance, 
this influence is clearly noted in a painting done on silk, 
undoubtedly the work of Ghiyasuddin Khalil. 

Scholars and investigators who have conducted extensive 
research on the paintings and miniature works of the East, and 
are considered authorities in the subject, agree that the 
school of Herat from the middle of the 9th century оп, i. €- 
from the latter part of Shah Rukh's reign, gradually achieved a 
distinctive quality which set it apart from the rest ог the 
eastern schools. | 


In the illustrated copy of Shah Nama which was done for 


Mohamed Jogi, the son of Shah Rukh, in 848 А.Н. this fact is 
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cicarly noted. This copy is now in the Royal Asiatic society of 
London. The style of the Herat School, in the latter part of 
the Timurid period, that is, at the time of Sultan Husayn Bay- 
kara and the famous master of his court, Dihzad. achieved the 
peak of its maturity and freedom. The unprecedented and 
distinctive style of Bihzad and his followers is known fo the 
European historians of Eastern art as the Ilerat ог Bihzad 
School. This school had such a far reaching influence in tho 
rest of the eastern countries, such as Transoxiana. Persia, and 
India, that the artists not only copied but causcd to flourish 
tha school in their respective lands. Today this period in the 
art history of those countries is referred to as the influence or 
continuation of the IIerat School. 


Page of an album. by Mir Ali Kaleb, calligrapher of 


Herat, the first half of 16th century. 
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LATIORE— РЕДИ ` 


by P. Е. 
During a tour in the 


aspani 
country ђе 


and Kunar, T went by motorcar somewhat 


Kunar river, 


tween Laghman, Jelalabad 


ў above Гуатри à 
town on the right bank of the 1 


to go further, I stopped on 
the valley. T was getting ready to до haek when 
happened to pass Бу. We steele one 
understood T was interested іп 
“Why not see the antiquities 


There, having no timc 


а piece of high Around 10 look over 


а country man 
another, and when he 
historical remains he said to те: 


of Lahorc- Delhi 
The name rang strangely dn My ears. and I asked whether 
%» хожа "pur ۳ 1" ЧЕТУ ТО le “wt, ۲ 

his “Lahore - Delhi" was пелі ћу. © Yesshe answered- and it is 
possible 10 see the remains some way along this road from a 
point between this plaee and Islampur ." 

I took him in my motorcar and he did show me some remains 


on the slope of a hill not very far trom the road, but too far for 


me that day. . 
Afterwards Thad no further Opportunity to see the place. But 
I found the name already mentioned by Masson. 


The oddness of the name puzzled me, when 


sually, reading 
some words of Strabo, I was struck ћу an assonanee: “The river 


« 


Choaspes - ће writes- crosses. the province of Bandobene and. 
passing the towns of Plegerion and Gorydale. enters the Gan- 
darit is." 

The Choaspes of Strabo is the Kunar river. 1 had the im- 
pression that the name **Gorydale" was at the root of that ода 
"Lahore - Delhi". *Gorydale" may well indeed have become in 
the mouth of the people **Lahore- Delhi" after Lahore and Delhi 
had risen to the fame. 

If it is true, we may perhaps find here а confirmation of 
the hypothesis that Gorydale was that “capital of the Aspasian 
on the river. Euaspla" to which-according to Arrian-the А» 
pasians set fire when Alexander the Great reached it with his 
cavalry after two days march from the town of Andaka. The 
“capital” was “at the foo! of the mountains". Тһе remains 
à plain at 


called + Lahore - Delhi", are on a slope, but there is 


POOR mast im Mia نس‎ eee 


۲ 
1 
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the foot of that slope, and, ассо 
neient graves. The 
river. That plain may ће the 
Aspasians by a stratagem 
retired into the montains after fir- 


rding to Masson, they аге pro- 
town then could be on the 


рейу remains of а 
plain into which 


plain, towards the 
Alexander enticed the 
the Aspasians had formerly 


and from which 


ing their capital. 

From the ‘Capital’ which he ordered to be rebuilt, Alexan- 
der went through other mountains to the town of “Arigaion” 
is habitually identified with Nawagai. Those mountains 


which 
hich marks the frontier between 


then are the Mohmand range w 
Afhganistan and India. 

“Andaka” two day's cavalry march west from the “capital” 
ean be looked for in the region of the confluence of the Alingar 
and Alishing rivers; and the nameless stronghold protected by 
losure of walls, that Alexander had to take by ass- 
^' and before the submission 


a double enc 
ault after crossing the river “Коев 
of Andaka may be between the Laghman plain 
of the Panjshir and Kabul rivers. 

А discovery of an ancient stronghold there would.if combined 
with the confirmation of the identity of Gorydale, be a good 
contribution to the settlement of the question of the road followed 
by Alexander the Great in Afghanistan from “Nikaia’ (Begram*) 


and the junetion 


towards the Indus. 


EARTHQUAKES IN AFGHANISTAN 


by 
Prof. Dr. Edward STE} 
Faculty of Se 


A 
есе, Kabul, 


n SGN submarine voleani¢ eruption off the coast of Balu- 
3 chistan, associated with a Strong earthquake and huge ۳ lal we = 
again gives evidence that our Earth is by no 2. i 
seat, being subjected to manifold natural оро of pe سل‎ i 
power. 

During the event in question, which occurred jn the 


Е 
carly | 
hours of 28th November i 


1945 (6th Kaus 1394) the submarine : 
earthquake caused unprecedented Oceanic waves ris 


ing upto 40 
feet which rocked the coast of Makr ; 


n an and Sind and swept away is 
everythig in front of them. According to official reports, 200 , 
persons drowned in the waves, 250 have been injured and about ! 
12000 rendered homeless. 


Of course, the human being is shocked by these unusual phe- 
nomena, the cause of which seems to be more or less unknown. 
However, things which appear to be uncomprehensible to a 
common man, can be sometimes explained by the Science, at 


---- 


Jeast in principle. Let us therefore discuss here these pheno- 
mena and especially the earthquakes, which are more impor- 
fant for Afghanistan than volcanic eruptions, since the whole SS 
country is a seismic area, whilst it has no active volcanoes within 


its boundaries. 

Geophysical investigations of the Earth's surface revealed | 
the existence of some special zones which are characterized by у 
volcanic and seismic activity. The so-called ‘great belt" is 
the most important among them; it surrounds the whole Расте 
Ocean, beginning in Chile and running as a narrow strip along 
ће Andes, Aleutians, Japan, Philippine Islands and Samoa up 
to New Zealand. А branch of it extends throughout the Euro- 
Asiatic continent from China along the Himalayas and pas- 
ses through the Hindu Kush, Caucasus and Asia Minor up fo 
S-Europe. This is the “Trans-Asiatic belt" whieh crosses the 


am 


we “ % 


- 
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Northern India and Afghanistan and to which belong most of 
the epicentrese) of this country. 

As to Ше submarine earthquake of 28th November 1945 il 
is pointed out that the area in question is located near a ridge 
in the floor of the Arabian Sea. being a continuation of the 
Kirthar Range whieh separates Sind and Baluchistan. This zone 
can presumably be considered as a braneh of the Trans-Asiatic 

- bel deseribed above. 

The earthquakes whieh occur in Afghanistan, are of dif- 
ferent character. The writer had the opportunity to investigate 
these phenomena and to publish a paper dealing with the 
strong carthquakes of this countryes). Some of the results 
which have been obtained concerning the geographical, 
distribution of the seismic shocks, will be quoted here. 


It may not be amiss to mention that there is no seismograph 
station in this country so far so that the scientific material 
consists of non-instrumental “macroseismice” data related to 
strong carthquakes only. The installation of such a station in 
Kabul was planned four years ago, but the outbreak of war 
between Japan and the United States prevented the order of the 
seismograph irom America. 

The present material is scarce and consists of descriptions of 
only 70 strong earthquakes which were observed in the coun- 
пу. Neverthe! 


ss it enables to obtain an approximate picture of 
the seismicity of Afghanistan. By the way let us also diseuss 
here briefly some other problems whieh the earthquakes involve, 
and particularly their periodicity and origin. 

THE STRONGEST EARTHQUAKES IN AFGHANISTAN, 
The intensity of a seismic «ісек is determined by means of 
а special seale, the so - called) Mercalli intensity scale modi- 
fied in 1931 by two American scismologists, Wood and Neumann. 

9 Epicentre is the point on the surface lying immediately 


above the focus of the carthquake. It is usually (but not always) 
the most strongly shaken. ј 


ey Е. Stenz. Strong Earthquakes in Afghanistan. Bull. Рој, 
Inst. of Arts and Зе. in America, vol. IH, No 2. New York, 1945. 
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es ۷۲ intensity. the first four 


AU strong hough, the бод. ТА 
very strong, the Steruinons, the tih - 


The seale distinguishes 12 degre 


being weak shocks. the 


Ра а ад. The last 
Most destructive 
total damage of all works of construction 
hasal on numerical dat ۱ 


2h degree denoles the i 
carthquake. eausing 


OF course this scale is 
aol horizontal 


According to our Opinion, there 


the last Hive centuries no strane 


acecleration of the ground. 


were in Afghanistan daring 


4 за "r earthquakes than of 9h degree. 
Perhaps it iS worth to quote some of them 
1508 July 6. This is the oldest known great carthique 


Reside Afghanistan it also 


AMIceted north -western India and was 


felt d (۰ "седі bias 5 
felt in Pers We owe ils description to the Emperor Babur 


himself. who was at Kabul at that time әлгі recorded it in bis 
Memoirs. “Many ramparts of fortresses anil many houses, both in 
the towns and villages, were Violently shaken and levelled with 
the ground. Numbers of persons Jost their lives ћу their houses 
falling on them" wrote Babur. That terrible earthquake des- 
troyel all houses at Paghman,where “about 80 respectable house- 
holders were buried under the ruins". but the most destrue- 
live action seems fo have taken place between Paghman and 
Begtut and near. Istarghach where numerous fissures appeared 
in the ground. Babur writes that | between Paghman and Begtut 
а piece of ground about а stone's throw in breadth separated 


itself and. descended for а bowshot. and springs burst out. and 


formed a well. From Istarghach to the plain the whole space v 
so cracked and fractured that in some places the ground was 
elevated to the height of an elephant above its old level. and so 
split that а person might have hid himself in the gaps". | The 
same day were 33 shocks" ..... There exist also descriptions 


of this earthquake іп India. 

2) 1832 January. A severe earthquake oecurred in Badakhshan., 
Сура. Wood (the first European traveller who visited the sources 
ol the river Oxus and discovered the Zor-Kul Laker who travel- 
са in 1837. writes that ак “Каіп-і- Afghan 


Jed in the affected 2 
its tort with every house in the village was thrown down". The 
French seismologist Маје Ballore denoted this carthquake as а 


disastrons" one; 


۹ 


| 
| 


| 


n 3) 1842 February 19. This y поћи! earthquake was observed at 


Kabul and deseribed by Lady Sale amd Cpl. Eyre. Lady Sale 
abul i : ۱ 


writes that she succeeded in running ou сине His roof fell in 
with a dreadful crash. The roof of the ВНА fell Д سین‎ deseen- 
ded them. The whole house was “a heap of rubbish.” Many torts 
amd houses were entirely thrown down and several hundreds of 


aftershocks 


lives lost. The earthquake was followed by 25 sever 

before dark and 15 during the sight. Eyre says that the 

town of Turghurrce (Tirgathi of to-day in the Laghman distriet) 
s 


“especially suffered severely and scarcely а house being left stan- 


ding This earthquake also affected Jalalabad, destroying one 
third of the town, and Peshawar. The entire shaken area was of 
about halfa million sq. km. The epicentre was probably located 
in the Kabul valley westward of Jalalabad. 

4) 1874 August. A violent carthquake occurred in the north- 
eastern. and eastern part of the country. Many villages have been 
destroyed and the ruins extended up to Kandahar. The writer 
found that this earthquake was responsible for the complete 
destruction of Jabal-us-S 


пар, about which a French geographer, 
Puron, wrote giving however no date of this disaster. The 
old inhabitants of Jabal-us-Siraj interrogated anent this carth- 
quake told us that И occurred about the midst of the Amir Sher 
Ali Khan's reign during the Ramazan and completely destroyed 
Jabal-us-Siraj, Gulbahar and other thickly populated. serile- 
ments of the Kohistan Region. In the ground eracks Appeared. 
There were numerous casualties. 

We quoted here the four most Severe. known earthquakes 
which affected Afghanistan. But there took place many other 
less strong shocks whieh also caused destruction of houses and 
even of whole villages, as. for instance, the earthquake of 1934 
Marchi 30 0:3 Паша! 10), south of Maimana. where, according 
to information of the Governor's Office. 
Kote (100 houses) was utterly 


the village Pashtun 
levelled fo the ground and some 
neighbouring settlements badly damaged. 


In general, according to our data, on the average about 3 
strong earthquakes occur at Kabul per annum and many ОГ 


lesser intensity. 


T 


SEISMICITY OF AFGHANISTAN. x: 


hese few examples as well as i6 dida ack " 
T ат as well as other data give evidence that 


| country is subject Е 
the 1 ) shocks and ils north: 


el to strony seismic 


eastern and eastern region in particular. Let us discuss now 


the sources of these shoeks. 


As il follows from seismological investigations. the Hindu 


important seismic arca of 
since if is responsible for the most fre 


Cush is the most i 
Kush i Afghanistan, 


guent and severe shocks. 
eiled earthquake of 1839 and many 
The Hindu Kush earthquakes also deserve 
special attention beeause of their exee 


Jere also. belongs the 


others less strong. 


plional depth of focus. 
sts Gutenberg and Richter trom the 
at Pasadena (Califa found that the 
deep shocks. the foci of whieh Не 
about 250 km below the surface, that is just be 


Two American seismolo 


Seismological Laboratory 


Hindu Kush area produces 


low the proper 
Earth's crust. 

The other interesting feature is that nearly ail Hindu Kush 
shocks rise in û close arca. in the vicinity of the Khoja Mo- 
hammad Range (about 36.5" N and 70,5" Г), 

The writer could state that besides the deep focus Hindu 
Kush shocks there oveur sometimes strong earthquakes of 
local character; their epicentres are distributed in the Kabul 
valley and on the foothills of the Paghman Mounts, and their 
foci are shallow foci. Here belongs, for instance, the severe 
shock of short duration whieh has shaken the Kabul region 
on 19th May 1943 but was not recorded. in India by seismo- 
graphs. 


Another epicentral avea is located in south-eastern Afghan- 


istan just on the border near Spin Buldag and Chaman. This 
region is also affected Бу carthquakes of Quetta, Mach and 
other epicentres situated іп this corner of Baluchistan. Con- 
trary to the Hindu Kush this land pro.luces shallow shocks of 
small focal depth the depth of focus of the Quetta earthquake 
of 1985 was less than 10 Ки). Moreover their frequency is com- 


paratively little. 
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Finally some isolated. epicentres are found. пог сахт of 
Kandahar and іп the northern. province. To the last group 
belongs the Maimana earthquake of ۰ 


On the basis of these data and of the collected: observa- 


liens à geographical distribution of. strong earthquakes ean 
approximately be sketched. The whole NE corner of the 
country (Badakhshaw together with the narrow. strip of the 
Pamirs and the Kabul valley is tlie seat of deep ах well as 


shallow foci and suffers severe carthquakes. Из limit is in 


the form of a big are passing in the vicinity of Mazar-i-Sha- 


rif inthe north and Ghazni in the east. 

Another much smaller area of strong earthquakes stretches 
along the SE border of the country, having the epieentres of 
NW Baluchistan as sourecs of shocks. И does not. however, com- 
prise Kandahar. the town being alicady beyond the reach of 
strong quakes. The Hazarajat and Maimana epicentres are quite 
isolated spots. Mtogether the arca of strong earthquakes con- 


tains 1/3 of the country: the rest suffering but slight shoeks. 


THE PROBLEM OF PERIODICITY OF EARTHQUAKES. 


A seophysieist inquires always after a periodieity of the 
investigated phenomena, bec: 


Isc it may throw light upon 
the causative relation то other factors. 


From this point of view itis interesting to state that carth- 
quakes on the globe show an eleven year. periodicity, as if 


they were depending upon the variable activity of the Sun. 


As concerns the annual periodicity of earthquakes, the Opi- 
nion of most scismo’ogists as to its Appearance is rather a 
negative опе. So the prominent English geophysieisi H. Jet- 


freys emphasized in 1988 the failure of assert ions that eartliqu- 
akes are affected. by factors which vary with the season. of 
the усаг. Also 41. Milne. the well = known scismolowist. 


writes, 
that so far as he knows, 


either tidal, solar, lunar. or other 
epizene li. с. external influenees show a relationship to ће 
periodicity or frequency of megaseismic activ ity. Their frequ- 
eney is apparently governed by activities of internal origin’ 


7 
among the population. that 
ore frequent during the cold 
Opinion ри 


an where the пъ 
supposed to he in Mareh 


Meanwhile there хім a belief 
Sa Бейс 


earthquakes in Afghanistan We 
season ап in summer, Similar 
| а 


parts of Russian T'urkest Ri saiit 


avimum frequeney is 


Regret Pree 

Regretfully the small number of catthquakes recorded in 
Af МЕ not allow to examine their 
icity statistically, since 


Afghanistan does 
supposed period- 
Пи ап И requires abundant numerical mater- 
lal. Nevertheless even now we can roughly verify. whether 
ћу present records or not, 

Let us divide the year into 


this view is confirme 


Two equal periods: from Octo- 


ber to Mareh and trom April to September, whieh are sym- 


metrical to the dates of perihelion dst Jans and of. aphelion 
correspond to periods in which the 


^» farther from the Sun. Let из сай 
them simply the соја and the warm period, 


dst July) and thereto 


Earth is nearer to res; 


To increase the material we combine our own series, con- 


sisting of 36 earthquakes and implying the period 1923-1945. 
with the series of 47 Hindu Rush deep focus earthquakes 
extracted from the publications of Gutenberg and Richter for 
the period 1907-1948. After an examination of these data И 
has been found that 54 pereent of earthquakes were recorded 
in the cold period and 46 percent in the warm half year. The 
ratio of these “frequencies” is 30 : 17. 

Thus, it results from the available seanty material, that 
there is no marked increase of earthquake frequency in the 
cold period. Whether this small preponderance of 89, is real 
and whether it is due to cosmic factors depending upon. the 
position of the Earth on its orbit. is another question which 
must be studied on the basis of much greater stuff. 
ason of the quoted be- 


Another question is. what is the r 
lief. According to our opinion the belief in more frequent win- 
ter shocks would be justilied. if the proportion in question 
at least 2:1. As it is insignificant, 


were much greater, 


one may admit that this observation is inaccurate and is cau 


sed rather by the fact that people spend more time at home 


| 


18 
in winter than in summer. As it is known earthaqnakes are 


much easier felt. indoors than outdoors. 
ТИЕ ORIGIN OF ЕАКТПОГАК 
in а certain place is usually regarded as an extraordinary, 


A strong carthiquake 


unusual occurrence even within the seismic arcis. If we, how- 
ever, treat the Earth as a whole, then we learn that not less 
than one or two carthquakes Occur on the Earth every hour. 
and widely recorded. earthquakes соп the average every 14 
hours, Thus seismic shocks should be considered rather ах nor- 
mal natural phenomena, than às exeeptional happenings. 

Next one must explain, what is the principal eause of an earth- 
quake. The origin of an varthquake is much more general. than 
it may seem 10 be at the first sight. To explain it let us briefly 
discuss the constitution of our planet. 

И the terrestrial globe хошы ће, built of a uniform solid 
material, say, of iron, and if it had no temperature differences 
inside, then presumably there would Бе no seismic tremors at 
al. Meanwhile our real Earth is à very complicated structure. 


Ir consists of an outer shell. of several internal layers morc 


or less plastic and of a central liquid iron core of very high tem- 
perature. The Earth's crust itself is thin and built in principle 
of 1wo Kinds of rocks. fragile and not. durable, one of them 
(SIAL) forming several continental blocks whieh are plunged 
in the plastic SIMA like floating ice in water. 

Moreover the Earth's crust shows а strange tliscontinuity. 
а big "hole". the Pacific basin, which has quite different geo- 
physical properties compared with other parts of the crust. So- 
me меорһукісізіз suggest that از‎ is the пасе of the separation 
of the Moon fromthe Earth in its carly youth. 

Such a complicated structure would reach an equilibrium. 
if if were in astate of rest. But as it is known the Earth 
rotates with a relatively great angular Velocity of one rotation 
per day. Owing to it the floating continents. being subjected 


fo forces of а сев има! type, move on the зиЧасе of the 


globe as if has shown A. Wegner. and fold the lands. forming 
mountain ranges and causing other phenomena. 
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| cooling of the Earth may ће added 
and the folding of its стим 


To these processes the 


caused hy the contraction of the 
Deity mass. ТЕ we now add the cosmic factors, and first 
OF ай the predominant gravitational action of Ihe Moon and 
Sun, owing to which the Earth during its rotation із being 
compressed and stretched out alternately, we will obtain a rough 
picture of the intricate situation. 

Limiting ourselves to the area of Afghanistan. we ust 
mention that the Pamirs and Hindu Kush, like Himalaya, are 
“young mountains" where the folding processes still continue. 
Moreover опе should note that the zone of 35° - 36° latitude, 


which passes through the Hindu Kush area. is particularly affec- 


fed by the alternate compressions and stretehings already dis- 
cussed. Owing lo these circumstances the whole north-eastern 
рам of Afghanistan. Kabul region including. becomes an area 


of pronounced instability. Similar instability is also characte- 


ristie for the rest of the Trans-Asiatie belt as well as for the 
Great belt. 

The forees, which aet in the Earth's crust and which were 
partly described above) cause some elastie strains in the rocky 
strata; and when these strains reach such an intensity that 
the rocks cannot bear them, the rocky mass cracks. Just such 
a rupture becomes а souree of clastic waves which travel 
through the interior of the Ка и and are perceived on its 
surface as an carthquake. 

There are several kinds of earthquakes of shallow foci. Some- 
times they are caused by a Slipping along a more or less ineli- 
ned fault plane which separates two ecological layers, disloca- 
ted one with respect to the other. Such ап active fault 190 km 
smie area in SE Afghanistan, 


long is known in the mentioned se 
running along the western slopes of the Khoja Amran moun- 
tains, on whieh some movements were observed during the 
earthquakes of 1892 and 1932 at Chaman and Quetta. 

The deep shocks of Hindu Kush, descending from under the 
Earth's стим, seem tọ Бе caused by sume other forces. How- 


ever Gutenberg and Riehter are of the opinion that the 


As مت‎ de 
cw Pp — ода 


ET => 
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causes of deep focus earthquakes аге іп no essential respect 
different. trom those of shocks nearer (ће surface. and that 
they depend on release of strains in а similar manner а» in 


normal. shocks. 


Besides the cited "teetonie" earthquakes there өссін" also 


seismic shocks of volcanic origin. caused. by eruptions of 


voleanoes. Such an cartliquake was recorded. by all seismo 
graphs on the Earth after the eruption off the Baluchistan 


coast, what was mentioned at the beginning of this paper. 


Of course. the increasing seismological material will permit 


in future to examine in detail the mechanism of origin of ۰ 


quakes and possibly also their causes. 


Jt follows from the present sketeh that the Hindu Kush carth- 
quakes are especially interesting from the seieutifie point of 
view. But. since they affeet a part of the country. they are also 
important from the practical standpoint. Strong seismic shocks 
cause damage in buildings, dams and other constructions. 


Although the man cannot avoid earthquakes within а seismic 


area, however he ean reduec the danger of destruction of h 
houses by reinforcing them. But. if is quite another subject 
with which was already dealt in the quoted paper of the writer. 

Finally. опе may express the hope that sooner or later a 
modern seismograph station will be installed at Kabul in order 
to provide the local authorities as well as the local and interna- 
tional scientific institutions with the necessary seismological 
Чата. Because of the exceptional proximity of the Hindu Kush 
area the Kabul records would be of great scientific and practical 


importance. 


Kabul, January 1946. 
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